
Child Health BC Provincial Pediatric Early Warning System (BC PEWS) Factsheet

Background
The British Columbia Pediatric Early Warning System (BC 
PEWS) uses a standardized framework and language to 
identify potential deterioration in a child; mitigate that risk; 
and escalate care as needed in the hospital setting. Child 
Health BC (CHBC), in collaboration with provincial partners, 
implemented BC PEWS in 2013. As part of routine updates, 
the revised documents reflect best practices, new evidence, 
user feedback, and a strong commitment to gender 
inclusivity, eliminating Indigenous-specific racism, and 
promoting a strengths-based approach.

The CHBC Provincial BC PEWS Guideline for inpatient and
emergency (ED) settings has been revised and is now 
available on PHSA SHOP.  Updated inpatient flowsheets can 
be ordered through Royal Printers, and the revised 
instructions for their use are on the CHBC website.

BC PEWS Guideline 
• This document combines the BC PEWS Clinical Decision

Support Tool, BC PEWS Vital Sign, Assessment &
Documentation Guidelines, and the BC PEWS FAQ.

• The current BC PEWS scoring/escalation process does not
change.

• Detailed assessment procedures have been removed to
encourage use of the most up to date resources (e.g.,
Health Authority-approved clinical skills resources such as
Elsevier).

BC PEWS Inpatient Flowsheet
• The inpatient flowsheet has been revised and enhanced; it

aligns with the recent revision to the ED flowsheets and with
assessment frameworks such as PAT, PALS, ABCDE, and PEARS.

• Scoring cues added: “max score of 3” and “max score of 13” for

clarity and accuracy when calculating PEWS scores.
• Modified Intake and Output section for ease of documentation.
• The maintenance fluids line has been corrected to mL/hr.
• The urine output reference changed to 1.0-2.0 mL/kg/hr to

reflect best practice.
• Braden QD replaces Braden Q to identify

pressure injury risk in pediatric patients. *New
appendix added with Braden QD table*

• The Mental Health section has been renamed
and enhanced to include an expanded list of
risk assessments such as suicide, and
substance intoxication/withdrawal, and safety
planning.
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Instructions for using the BC PEWS Inpatient 
Flowsheet

• Provides detailed information on how to document the daily
assessment on the flowsheet, including practical examples and
links to additional resources.

• Although this is not a completely new document, the previous
version did not include the assessment guidance for pages 4-5,
which has now been added.

• Definitions have been expanded to provide greater clarity.

Formal Learning
• Pediatric Foundations Online Module
• Children and Youth At Risk Of Clinical Deterioration (PEWS)
• BC PEWS ED for Nurses
• BC PEWS For Physicians Working In Inpatient And

Emergency/Urgent Care Settings
• BC PEWS Refresher Course

Provider Tools
• BC PEWS Lanyard Card
• BC PEWS Pediatric Vital Signs Lanyard Card
• BC PEWS Pediatric Vital Signs 8x11 Poster
• BC PEWS Escalation Aid for Inpatient and

Emergency Settings
• BC PEWS Situational Awareness Poster
• RIPPL: Resources for Interdisciplinary Pediatric

Practice and Learning

How to Access Resources
Provincial BC Pediatric Early Warning 
System resources are available to download from the Child Health BC Pediatric Early Warning System web page.

This resource supports the Child Health BC Provincial Pediatric Early Warning System Guideline (2025)
Questions and/or feedback can be sent to CHBCEducation@phsa.ca
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Braden QD

https://ubccpd.ca/learn/learning-activities/course?eventtemplate=114-pediatric-foundations
https://learninghub.phsa.ca/Courses/6374/children-and-youth-at-risk-of-clinical-deterioration
https://learninghub.phsa.ca/Courses/17618
https://ubccpd.ca/pews
https://ubccpd.ca/pews
https://learninghub.phsa.ca/Courses/19005/bc-pews-refresher-course
https://www.childhealthbc.ca/bc_pews/lanyard_brighton_sbar
https://www.childhealthbc.ca/bc_pews/vital_signs/lanyard_card
https://www.childhealthbc.ca/bc_pews/escalation_aid/inpatient_emerg_settings
https://www.childhealthbc.ca/bc_pews/escalation_aid/inpatient_emerg_settings
https://www.childhealthbc.ca/media/186
https://rippl.childhealthbc.ca/homepage
https://rippl.childhealthbc.ca/homepage
https://www.childhealthbc.ca/initiatives/pediatric-early-warning-system-pews
mailto:CHBCEducation@phsa.ca
https://childhealthbc.ca/bc_pews/vital_signs_poster



