
Suspected Febrile Seizures

Seizure 
stopped?

Stop seizure

Clinical Assessment

No

Suspected 
meningitis or 
encephalitis?

Focus
 for fever?  
Appears
 toxic?

Investigate and 
treat suspected 

bacterial source of 
infection

NoYes Yes

Septic workup including 
Lumbar Puncture if patient 
is cardio respiratory stable.
Start meningitic doses of 
antibiotics and Acyclovir 
within 30 minutes.
Admit

No

Yes

Complex febrile 
seizures

Any of 
the following:  

- seizure lasting ≥ 15 minutes
- focal seizure

- second seizure in        
24 hrs

NoSimple febrile seizures

Age  
12 months or younger? 

OR on antibiotics?

No

Strongly consider an LP CBC, diff, 
electrolytes, glucose
Consider CT or MRI within 24 hours

CSF 
Normal?

Yes

Consider 
observation

Admit 
Treat for meningitis/
encephalitis

Handout to parents
Reassure parents
Discharge
Consider follow-up with 
pediatrician in the community

No

Handout to parents
Reassure parents
Discharge
Consider follow-up with pediatrician in the 
community

Febrile Seizure: 5 months to 5 years
UPDATED:  January 21st, 2008

If febrile, give Acetaminophen 
15mg/kg or

Ibuprofen 10mg/kg

Yes
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