The true measure of a nation’s
standing is how well it attends
to its children - their health and
safety, their material security,
their education and socialization,
and their sense of being loved,
valued, and included in the
families and societies into

which they are born.

UNICEF, Innocenti Report Card 7, 2007
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Each of us must
come to care
about everyone
else's children.

We must recognize
that the welfare of our
children is intimately
linked to the welfare of
all other people’s children....
To worry about all other
people’s children is not just a
practical or strategic matter; it is
a moral and ethical one; to strive
for the well-being of all other

people's children is also right.

Lilian G. Katz, international leader in early childhood education
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Growing Up in B.C.

* Done jointly with Provincial Health Officer.

* Unique report

» International and national data experts
» Voices and views of youth fundamental to the

findings.

* Focus on the most vulnerable child and youth

populations in the province.

Domain Definition of Domain Indicators

VAT | issuessuchashomelessnessand food seauriey, |
Well-being

Family, Peer _ =

PN K it T s A - < - - - | s=cure culturaldentity,civic engagementand <" - Community
Connections - Youthvalunteering

- Interaction and participation with peers

- Child and teen suicide

- Student achievement
- School readiness
- High school completion

- School safety
- Online safety

- Childrenin care

- Child abuse or neglect

- Injury hospitalizations and injury deaths

- Incidence of low income
- Finandial assistance
- Food security

Ethnic or culturally appropriate care placement
connectedness
Adultin their life

- Teenage pregnancy
- Tobacco use
- Alcohol use

- Druguse
- Healthy sexual behaviours

- Pasitive lelsure or reqreational pursuits
- Youth invalvement with crime
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Key Findings - General

¢ Youth suicide rate
is down

» Over 60 per cent of youth have volunteered in the past
year.

* Nearly 80 per cent of young people graduate from high
school within six years of entering Grade 8

* Fewer teens are giving birth than in the past.
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Key Findings - General

» Aboriginal children and youth encounter significant
disadvantages

« Children who have been in care of government are also
at serious disadvantage

« There are patterns of disadvantage that appear for
certain geographic regions: North, Interior and Northern
Vancouver Island

« “Atrisk” pattern as teens get older 6




&’ REPRESENTATIVE FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

*Relationships
are key

eStart with
common ground

<\What would |
want?
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*Good referral

*Process for
tracking referrals

eCommitment to
problem solving
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